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The Bible study groups will be starting up 
again in the next two weeks and we  

encourage all of us to look into becoming part 
of one.  This is the best way to experience 
community in the life of PCC.  Please see the 

announcements in this issue  
of The Connection every Sunday or the 

monthly Covenant Call.  
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   By the Wayé. 

We are here to lead people to Christ and 
to help them become His disciples. 

  GROW WORSHIP 

 SERVE 

  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
As I write this, we are approaching the end of 2015.  Quite a year it has been.  So much has changed on 
so many levels and, as the futurist writer Alvin Toffler has written, it only accelerates as time passes.  But 
it also seems that people have changed as well.  Such changes in societal attitudes, values and things 
like civil discourse constantly make their presence known.  As changes are felt, we can feel a sense of 
helplessness and discomfort as we try to adjust, but we can also work to readjust our focus and  
remember that the only way we can remain constructive and a part of what God has for us to do is to  
re-establish our focal point away from the scramble of events happening around us and back onto the 
Lord who leads us into an increasingly uncertain future 
 
I remember hearing a story about Alexander the Great who was leading his troops across Europe  
conquering everything in sight.  But suddenly, and without warning, consternation swept through this, the 
greatest army in the world.  They were worried.  Under Alexander they had swept across all of Asia  
Minor while no opponent could overcome them.  But suddenly this mighty armed force came out of a  
forest, looked ahead and saw a mountain range they hadnôt realized was there.  Scurrying back to their 
crude Greek maps, they looked at them and then at the mountain range ahead and they wondered, what 
is that range?  And then to their horror they realized that they had marched clean off their map.  It was 
darkness ahead, the unknown. (in reality it was the Himalayas, but they did not know that, because it 
was in that dark area just off their maps).  As the fear and consternation swept through this mighty  
military, Alexander gathered them all together and spoke to them.  "Most armies will stick within the neat 
confines of the known.  Most armies will stay within the boundaries with which they are familiar, most will 
stay within the boundary of what is on their maps.  But a great army will always march off the map."   
 
I have thought of that as we look at what it will take to address the challenges of the new year ahead.   
As followers of Christ and as the Presbyterian Church of the Covenant, we face a very different context 
for our life together and most assuredly, for our ministry and mission in our community and world.  As our 
vision statement tells us, we are Christ followers who are here to serve and to invite all people into a 
wondrous new life with Jesus.  He is our base, our core source for living and our guide into the future.   
I am finding as we continue to sharpen our knowledge and focus on Him, the details and logistics and  
resources for making the right moves come into greater clarity as well.   
 
The words of Jesus in Matthewôs gospel remind us once againé                                                                                                                            
 ñIf God gives such attention to the appearance of wildflowersðmost of which are never even 

seenðdonôt you think heôll attend to you, take pride in you, do his best for you? é..Give your 
entire attention to what God is doing right now, and donôt get worked up about what may or may 
not happen tomorrow. God will help you deal with whatever hard things come up when the time 
comes.   (Matthew 6:30,34- The Message) 

 
Heads up as we enter a new year.  But look to what God is stirring in your own life, in the life of our  
congregation and community, and He will lead us His way.  Wouldnôt want it any other way! 
 
Happy new yearé.see you in church! 
 

Pastor Tim McCalmont                                                    
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NEW YEAR STARTS OUT WITH A BIG 5! 
Advent has come and gone once again and the new year is ready for launch, with worship  
convening us for five Sundays in January.  Beginning January 3, we will be worshiping around  

the theme of five fresh parables that give us tools for how to stride forthrightly into 2016.  Jesus taught 
us creatively and brilliantly with use of parables.  We will choose five of the most relevant ones  
and share about how God addresses our lives to equip us for the uncertainties of the next  

twelve months.  The choir will be back and the band will be singing and playing their hearts out,  
all around the fire that comes only from the spark of Godôs word.   

 
Come and join us, and remember to bring a friend along, too ñétaste and see that the Lord is good.ò 

    
 
     Series:  5 For a New Year 
 
  January 3   ñA Resilient Foundationò        
  10 am     
     Text:    Luke 6:46-49 
 

Theme: Beginning a new year on solid, dependable footing  
     

Communion will be served 
     
 
January 10  ñSomething Newò     
 10 am  

Text:  Luke 5:36-39 
  
Theme: The old is past and fading fast, God is doing a new thing 
  

     
January 17  ñStepping Up to Step Asideò 
 10 am  

Text:   Luke 14:7-14 
   

Theme:  Our strength is using our posture as we serve others in need 
   
    The ordination and installation of new church officers 
  
 
January 24  ñSeed Faithò 
  10 am  

Text:    Luke 8:5-8; 11-15 
 

  Theme:   God can stir even tiny faith and bring big, long-lasting results 
 
 
January 31  ñGot Ears?ò   
10 am    
  Text:  Luke 8:5-8; 11-15  
  Theme: Truly hearing the Word of God results in visible change in our life 



HELP US TO SHOW APPRECIATION FOR STAFF AND TEACHERS OF CMHS 
As part of PCCôs goal of taking part in reaching out to our community, we have led  
area churches in showing our appreciation for the faculty and staff of Costa Mesa  

Middle and High Schools by hosting a Community Appreciation  
breakfast at the school library.  This year the event will be held on  

Friday, January 29 at 7:30 am. 
This breakfast has come to be an event the teachers look forward to every year as they 

begin the new semester and as we serve a delicious breakfast and offer  
classroom supplies for them to choose from.  Each church involved asks our people to 
stop in to an office supply store and pick up supplies teachers must pay for out  

of their own pocket to equip their classrooms.  We even encourage  
you to purchase Scrip cards from our Scrip program to make your purchases, to  

get the most for your money by supporting not only the schools but our  
church ministry as well.  We will be collecting the supplies each Sunday in January.  

Please participate with us by choosing some supplies from the following  
list and place them in the bins in the Gallery. 

Supplies needed include Expo markers (black and colored, Mechanical pencils, Colored 
pencils, Gel pens (colored), Sharpies, graph paper, college-ruled lined paper, printer  
paper, Spiral notebooks, Composition notebooks, Clorox wipes, Kleenex/Tissues, Purell/
Hand sanitizer, rulers, scissors, staples, Post-its, white out tape, and highlighters. 
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PCC SESSION INVOLVED IN FOCUS EVENT TO CHART COURSE IN 2016 

The Session of elders at PCC has set aside Saturday, January 9 to take a whole day to look 
hard together at what God is leading our congregation to focus on for the new year.  This 
will be the first time elders, new and old, have convened and will help to clarify and prioritize 

the opportunities we are faced with.   
 

God has done many wonderful things over the past twelve months, and we will be spending 
time in prayer thanking God for His faithfulness to this church and asking for help in how to 

best use our resources to meet the most important challenges we see ahead. 
 

We ask your prayer for that day and the decisions to be made.  We believe that God will 
faithfully lead us to put our time and resources into the right areas for 2016. 

 
 

Personnel moderator Corrie Allen reported that November 1, 2015 was the start  
date for Keri Scroggins as Childrenôs Ministries Director. 

 
A few volunteers will help to sandbag and be part of the First Response Team for  

possible El Nino storms forecast for this winter. 


